How are you addressing the challenges of languages provision raised by Ofsted?

The recent Ofsted report ‘Modern languages achievement and challenge 2007-2010’ raised several challenges to effective provision of languages in primary schools.   The Languages Bridge© directly addresses many of them.

Developing students’ languages skills

Primary schools should build on their good work in speaking and listening, including language learning strategies and knowledge about language, to develop pupils’ early skills in reading and writing. 







p.9

Knowledge about the language and understanding of basic grammar were generally developing well and were often helped by pupils’ developing English literacy skills. There was less evidence of language learning skills except where reading had been introduced systematically. 








p.10

Students are able to deduce meaning from text, even when they have met few of the words before, using language learning strategies built up from early in their language learning.











p.25
The Language Learning Strategies and Knowledge about Language developed in the Languages Bridge© programme create flexible, confident and spontaneous language learners prepared to take a risk in their language learning. It boosts the motivation, confidence and flexibility of language learners through collaborative, interactive exploration of how languages work.
Range of languages and curriculum innovation

In another example of pupils’ growing knowledge about languages and their ability to make comparisons with their own, young pupils showed some understanding of masculine and feminine. They recognised that there are different systems in different languages with two boys bringing up similarities and differences between Arabic and Gujarati and French. p.11

The curriculum in the outstanding schools was characterised by one main language (or even two languages) but frequent, and planned, references to other languages, especially to those used by the school’s pupils. 






p.15
The Languages Bridge©’s adaptable, modular approach allows schools to integrate it with existing language teaching to provide an innovative, multilingual aspect to the curriculum. Full support for less confident teachers allows them to deliver challenging languages lessons and reinforce understanding of literacy skills.
KS2-3 Transition

Transition arrangements to secondary schools, the joint responsibility of both phases, were generally underdeveloped. However, in around one in five schools, good links had been established with ... specific projects developed to ‘bridge the gap’.


p.20

Local authorities, or groups of schools working together, should support increased liaison between primary and secondary schools to bring coherence and continuity to pupils’ learning in modern languages at the point of transfer.



p.8

The Languages Bridge has been used to great effect as a transition programme in many clusters, providing a concrete languages curriculum-based link between phases.

Ofsted has cited good progress in the teaching of languages in primary schools which is something the Government wants to promote further so that pupils start secondary education with a good grounding in a modern foreign language.
From the response to Ofsted by Nick Gibb, Schools Minister, January 2011

How are you addressing the challenges of languages provision raised by Ofsted?

The recent Ofsted report ‘Modern languages achievement and challenge 2007-2010’ raised several challenges to effective provision of languages in secondary schools. The Languages Bridge© directly addresses many of them.

Developing students’ languages skills

Students who developed good language learning strategies were better equipped to perform more successfully in the different language skills, could cope with the study of a second language more effectively and were more able to acquire new languages in the sixth form quickly and successfully.                                                                          p.31

The Language Learning Strategies and Knowledge about Language developed in the Languages Bridge© programme create flexible, confident and spontaneous language learners prepared to take a risk in their language learning.
Range of languages and curriculum innovation

The curriculum in the outstanding schools was characterised by one main language (or even two languages) but frequent, and planned, references to other languages

Good or outstanding departments often encouraged innovation and made some very good use of local initiatives and networks.                                                                       p.38 
The Languages Bridge©’s adaptable, modular approach allows schools to integrate it with existing schemes of work to refresh the KS3 curriculum through a multilingual approach.
Motivation and attitude towards languages

Students’ attitudes towards learning modern languages were mostly positive... This was more noticeable where there was a good school ethos for language learning ... fostering the importance of being multilingual.                                                                           p.26
The Languages Bridge© boosts the motivation, confidence and flexibility of language learners through collaborative, interactive exploration of how languages work. 

KS2-3 Transition

Transition arrangements to secondary schools, the joint responsibility of both phases, were generally underdeveloped. However, in around one in five schools, good links had been established with ... specific projects developed to ‘bridge the gap’.                      p.20
The Languages Bridge© has been used to great effect as a transition programme in many clusters, providing a concrete, languages curriculum-based link between phases.

Take-up at KS4 to meet the requirements of the English Baccalaureate

Numbers choosing modern languages in Key Stage 4 have declined since the subject became optional in 2004, falling from 61% in 2005 to 47% in 2007 and remaining low at 44% in 2010.                                                                                                           p.7
Take-up in Key Stage 4 was much improved in the schools visited when students had enjoyed purposeful experiences in Key Stage 3. 



          p.4
The Languages Bridge© has been used through KS3 as a vehicle for improving students’ attitude, motivation and sense of achievement in languages, inspiring them to opt at KS4.
‘Our year 7 and 8 students love Languages Bridge lessons – the activities are fun and engaging. We are noticing that they are more able to discuss language concepts and skills and make links with other languages. The programme fits well into our Schemes of Work and the skills they develop are invaluable.’                                        

Head of Languages, The Grange School, South Gloucestershire
