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Rationale

The aim of the Languages Bridge is to equip children with a toolkit of language and communication skills through teaching a core of knowledge about language structure in a coherent programme of activities for children aged 7 to 14. By raising curiosity and developing a deeper understanding about how languages work, confidence and motivation for language learning will increase.

The innovative, multilingual teaching materials appeal to the curiosity of young learners through the use of narrative and active learning and remove the fear of attempting other languages.  They are designed with visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learners in mind. 
The Languages Bridge team researched pupils’ language learning styles, identified key elements of language learning and created six Building Blocks, each featuring progressive skills in a continuum of learning (Exploring how languages communicate meaning, Exploring how languages are connected, Exploring sentence structure in different languages, Exploring Word properties, Exploring sentence types and text structure, Applying language skills for real purposes and real audiences).  The materials from the research programme were trialled in 12 primary and 2 secondary schools in the South West of England.  Two major updates of extra materials, as well as regular revisions as a result of feedback from users, have been made since.
The lesson plans allow the teacher to facilitate learning and provide opportunities for formative assessment. A new Languages Bridge Record of Learning has recently been added to allow pupils to record their progress in the acquisition of language learning knowledge and skillw. Summative assessment takes place within Building Block 6.
The Structure of the Languages Bridge
The Languages Bridge programme is divided into six Building Blocks.  Each contains up to eight lessons which are supported by both learning objectives and “I can” statements to assist both teacher and pupil in identifying the key learning for each lesson.  Building Blocks 1-5 have different versions of the Lesson plans for Year 5/6 and for Year 7.  The Lesson Objectives are the same but the content and materials may be differentiated.  In some cases lessons use the same materials, but in different ways.  Look at the corresponding lesson in Year 5/6 if you consider the Year 7 version too hard, or vice versa the Year 7 version may be accessible for primary children depending on ability and experience.
You can access the materials from the CD or from the website www.ilrc.org.uk/languagesbridge. The materials on the website are updated regularly so keep an eye on the news section.  

The lesson plans refer to resources to support the learning.  These resources are available by clicking on the filenames in each lesson section on the website, or lesson folder on the CD.  They are mostly Word documents, Powerpoints, sound files (see Instructions for accessing sound files below) or video clips.
The Building Blocks form a continuum of learning, ensuring progression through the skills sets necessary to successful languages learning.  There are however some lessons which do not have to be done to maintain the progression, but which may provide reinforcement of language skills or extra interest through application of a concept in a new language. 
Links to principal frameworks

The Languages Bridge programme complements the following frameworks:

· KS2 Framework for Languages DfES 2005

· Primary National Strategy: Primary Framework for Literacy and Mathematics, DfES 2006 

· KS3 National Strategy Framework for Teaching English, DfES 2001
· KS3 National Strategy Framework for Teaching Modern Foreign Languages, DfES 2003
To view the links between these frameworks and the Languages Bridge programme, click on the hyperlink on the Support page on the website.
Approaches to Teaching and Learning
The lessons are planned to promote active learning and an investigative approach to individual learning.  The materials are designed to be shared in pairs or groups to encourage interaction and mutual support.

Lesson objectives and “I can” statements focus purpose, direction and achievement.  Teaching, therefore, offers clear direction.  It is inspirational and motivational through pace and challenge.
Learning is active, creative and reflective, ensuring the engagement of the learners.  There are opportunities throughout the Building Blocks for the learners to apply their developing skills with increasing confidence.
Planning and Assessment
The programme is designed to be flexible so that teachers can adapt the lesson plans to suit the needs of their learners and the timings of the school day.  Similarly, teachers are encouraged to adopt a curriculum model which best fits their school or their transition arrangements.  Click on the link ‘Curriculum models’ on the support page for examples. 

Opportunities for formative assessment exist through the “I can” statements which are explored in the plenary sessions at the end of each lesson.  Building Block 6 focuses on summative assessment as pupils are asked to reflect on and to present their learning to other pupils and their teachers. Lesson 5 in Building Block 6 reviews the whole programme by encouraging pupils to look back over their learning by focusing on a selection of the memorable activities from some of the lessons in each Building Block. Pupils can use their Record of Learning to help them complete the active task in this lesson.
Inclusion

The lesson plans in each Building Block are intended to be inclusive of all pupils in the class.  They offer guidance on extension activities for the most able pupils.  Children with SEN will be working towards the same learning objectives as their peers where this is made possible by appropriate access strategies and support.

The many opportunities for paired and group work will allow SEN pupils and children learning EAL to learn in a supportive environment with their peers.
Instructions for accessing sound files

Sound files are offered in two file formats, mp3 and wav files, as there have been issues of access for some schools depending on local Grid for Learning access restrictions and default media players.

In order to allow more flexible use and downloading, sound files are offered individually and all in one sound file for each lesson.  If you wish to download all the sound files for a lesson in one go scroll to the end of the materials list to find the file ‘All sounds’, in either mp3 or wav.  There is also a word document ‘Times for all sounds’ listing the times as on Windows media player for the separate sounds.

Move the media player’s slider with your mouse until the timer shows the time for your chosen sound.
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If your local Grid for Learning have blocked mp3 files, you can try contacting them direct to lift the block for www.ilrc.org.uk/languagesbridge or work with wav files.

If your default media player is Quicktime it will not open wav files, so use the mp3 files, or open the wav files with Windows media player.
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