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The Languages Bridge©

New Materials – May 2011
We have been working on some new materials to be uploaded to the website in May. There are 8 new lessons, outlined below. We have also created a ‘Languages Bridge Record of Learning’ document to be used by pupils as they progress through the programme in order to record their developing language learning skills and allow them to refer back to previous learning. 

If your subscription has expired you will need to renew in order to access the new materials. There is a re-subscription form available to download from the page accessed through the ‘What is the Languages Bridge?’ speech bubble.

As the programme has developed and changed since the original titles for the Building Blocks were chosen, we are re-titling them as follows;

BB1 – Exploring how languages communicate meaning
BB2 – Exploring how languages are connected
BB3 – Exploring sentence structure in different languages 

BB4 – Exploring word properties

BB5 – Exploring sentence types and text structure

BB6 – Applying language skills for real purposes and real audiences 

BB1 L7 Accents
Objective:  To understand the concept of accents, and why they are added in French

This lesson explores the use of the acute accent and the circumflex in French, why they are used, how they change pronunciation, affect meaning or aid comprehension.
BB1 L8 Accents

Objective:  To understand the concept of accents, and why they are added in different languages

This lesson explores the use of the accents in different languages, why they are used and how they change pronunciation, affect meaning or aid comprehension.
BB2 L7 Loanwords 
Objective:  To understand the concept of loanwords, words that have come into English from other languages

This lesson explores how English has taken words from many other languages, and explores the cultural, social and historical reasons for this. Students are encouraged to consider the changing nature of language and the interconnectedness of different languages through cultural interaction.
BB2 L8 Language Families 
Objective:  To understand the concept of families of related languages.

This lesson explores how different European languages are related in ‘families’, comparing the colours in several different languages to sort them into Germanic, Romance, Slavic and Celtic languages. Students then look at where these families of languages are spoken in Europe to draw conclusions about geographical connections.
BB3 L8 Declaration of Human Rights

Objective:  To apply comprehension skills to a real text in several different languages.

This lesson looks closely at Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and compares it in several different languages. Students use comprehension skills developed in BB2 and 3 to decode sophisticated language in one foreign language, and then compare vocabulary and sentence structure in other languages. 
BB5 L6 Four Friends Story

Objective:  To use layout, context and structure to understand a longer real text in a different language.

This lesson explores the structure and layout of a well-known traditional story in English and then compares it in French, demonstrating to students how knowledge of context (content, characters, 
action), layout (paragraphing, ‘chapters’ or sections of the story) and structure (speech, questions, exclamations, repetition) can support comprehension.
BB5 L7 Four Friends Story

Objective:  To find specific vocabulary and information in a longer real text in different languages using layout, context and structure.
This lesson builds on Lesson 6 showing students how knowledge of context (content, characters, action), layout (paragraphing, ‘chapters’ or sections of the story) and structure (speech, questions, exclamations, repetition) can help them find specific vocabulary or information from a longer text without having to understand every word.
BB6 L5 Reviewing my Language Learning knowledge and skills

Objective:  To review learning from various lessons from the Languages Bridge programme using the ‘Languages Bridge Record of Learning’.
This lesson encourages pupils to review what they have learnt about languages and how they work, and the skills needed to be an effective language learner. This is done in an active and competitive way using the Languages Bridge Record of Learning document, and taking examples from several lessons in each of the previous five Building Blocks.
The Languages Bridge Record of Learning
Pupils record what they have found out about languages through Languages Bridge lessons and other language learning. Through the six Building Blocks they explore three areas of language learning;

A - Knowledge about Languages - how language works






B - Language Learning Strategies - understanding and communicating




C - Intercultural Understanding - all about different languages





As they complete a lesson they write a few sentences about what they have learnt, using the lesson objectives to help. They build up a record of knowledge and understanding about the three areas of language learning as a class or individually. For each lesson;

	Explanation

Explain in your own words what you have understood, and why it is important.

	Examples 

Give some examples you have explored in one or more different languages.


