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***European Award for Languages Winner 2009***
The Languages[image: image4.wmf] Bridge©
A multilingual approach to acquiring

Language Learning Strategies and Knowledge About Language 

Currently used in over 150 primary and secondary schools nationwide

Aims

· To develop pupils’ understanding of how to learn languages

· To teach a core of knowledge about key linguistic structures in different languages
· To increase motivation for language learning through deeper understanding
Context; research at the start of the programme highlighted the need for
· A means to address aspects of the EU Policy on Multilingualism
· A vehicle to introduce multilingualism in the primary curriculum

· A multilingual aid to the issue of language mismatch at primary-secondary transition 
· A multilingual approach to improve pupils’ motivation and language learning ability
Research Phase 2004-2007, supported by the CfBT Education Trust
· Research into pupils’ language learning styles and key elements of language learning
· Three trials of materials in 2 Local Authorities, 12 primary and 2 secondary schools 
· 60 lessons, 1120 pupils and 25 teachers observed by team members

· In-depth pupil learning logs and teacher evaluation

· Seminars for participating teachers to contribute to project development
· External evaluation by the University of the West of England and Reading University
Over 15 hours of innovative and interactive materials for children aged 7-14 developing;
· listening and reading skills
· word, sentence and text level comprehension skills
· increased confidence as a language learner
· thinking skills and analysis in collaborative classroom tasks often with a narrative context
· comparative knowledge of 8 European languages, Mandarin and Japanese
Building Block 1   General sound discrimination
To recognise that sounds convey meaning.

To link sounds to words that represent them in English and other languages.

To recognise that languages have distinctive sound patterns. 

To learn how body language, gesture and facial expression all help to convey meaning.

To understand the concept of a tonal language.
To understand the similarities and differences between the Cyrillic and our alphabet

Building Block 2   Sound and word recognition

To recognise and understand the concept of cognates.

To develop imitation and repetition skills.

To recognise that different features and layout give clues to understanding.

To apply skills of interpretation gained in this building block to a new context.

To understand the concept of intercultural transfer of language.

To understand why cognates exist and how they came about and that there can be ‘false cognates’
To understand some cognates in Bulgarian, even though they are in a different alphabet
Building Block 3   Word classes
To link understanding of word classes in mother tongue to foreign language learning.
To understand word order in a sentence according to word class.

To know that word classes exist in all languages.

To understand that some languages do not need a subject pronoun.

To apply knowledge of word classes to a real text to aid comprehension.

To understand the concept of gender used in various foreign languages.

Building Block 4   Word properties

To recognise that some word groups are recognisable by sound and spelling characteristics.
To understand how prefixes alter meaning.
To understand that prefixes exist in other languages and can create opposite meaning.

To recognise verbs and understand their function according to subject.
To understand the concept of characters in Mandarin 

To understand and recognise tense markers. 

Building Block 5   Sentence types

To understand the imperative form of the verb in a sentence.
To recognise the conventions of imperatives, questions, statements, exclamations.

To recognise the negative form of the verb in a sentence.

To use the knowledge of sentence structures to aid comprehension.
Building Block 6   Real purposes and real audiences
To use reference material/simple banks of vocabulary. 

To use audio files to aid pronunciation and imitation skills.

To use support materials to develop linguistic confidence and willingness to take risks.
To use reference material and knowledge about languages to survive in a foreign country.

To reflect on what has been learned through the project.

Regional Dissemination 
Presentations at conferences and clusters of schools nationwide. 

National Dissemination 

Presentations at SSAT Languages Colleges’ Conference, CILT Primary Languages Show and CILT National Conference on Transition.
International Dissemination
Plurilingual Conference Romania, British Council Conference on Multilingualism, Berlin, Optima Languages Conference, Bulgaria.
***Future Development***
The International Learning and Research Centre has just been awarded a Leonardo grant from the European Commission to take the Languages Bridge methodology into Europe working collaboratively with 5 European Partners in Vocational Education.

The Online Community of Practice – www.ilrc.org.uk/languagesbridge 
· Schools wishing to use the materials can subscribe individually or as a cluster, to receive training and access the materials.  Over 130 schools across the UK currently participating.
· Continual development of the materials through feedback and collaboration of participating schools.  Regular updates and addition of new materials.
· Non profit-making.
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